IO6    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

commit upon the last of June, what he would infallibly be
hanged for if he committed on the first of July; by which
the greatest criminals may escape, provided they continue
long enough in power to antiquate their crimes, and by
stifling them a while, can deceive the legislature into an
amnesty, of which the enactors do not at that time foresee
the consequence. A cautious merchant will be apt to sus-
pect, when he finds a man who has the repute of a cunning
dealer, and with whom he has old accounts, urging for a
general release. When I reflect on this proceeding, I am
not surprised, that those who contrived a parliamentary
sponge for their crimes, are now afraid of a new revolution
sponge for their money: and if it were possible to contrive
a sponge that could only affect those who had need of the
other, perhaps it would not be ill employed.

and free pardon j this House will proceed no further in that matter."
("Journals of House of Commons," vol. xvii., p. 356.) [T. S.]